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DEMHS NEWS 
Presentations at Annual Conference Geared Toward Current 

Risks, Technology, Assets Available to Communities 

The Vermont Division of Emergency Management & 
Homeland Security will host its annual Emergency 
Preparedness Conference November 4&5 at the Lake 
Morey Resort in Fairlee.  Responders and community 
officials are welcome to attend this free event.  You can 
attend for all or part of the conference – from one or two 
sessions to both days. 
 
This year’s conference features a number of breakout 
sessions that deal with current threats, emerging 
technologies, and state resources available to communities 
during a crisis.  Some courses will provide those who are 
new to emergency response some background on what 
their role may be during a disaster.  Other sessions are 
more in-depth to provide advanced training for those who 
have served in emergency response. 
 
Below is a SAMPLE of our courses – to see a full list and to 
register visit www.demhs.vermont.gov/conference. 
 
Prevention, Recognition, and Treatment of Exertional Heat 
Illness During Training and Response Operations 
2:00 – 2:45p Friday 
This session will provide the audience with current 
epidemiological data regarding exertional heat stroke 
fatalities. The session will also provide the audience with an 
in-depth review of the prevention, recognition and treatment 
of exertional heat illness, specifically exertional heat stroke. 
The content of the session will focus on current evidence-
based best practices on the topic and ways in which these 
practices can be implemented within training and response 
operations within an occupational setting. 
 
VT Alert 
9:00 – 9:45a Saturday 

This session describes the public alerting and internal group 
notification capabilities of Vermont Alert, and the distribution 
channels by which you can receive the system generated 
messages.  A live demo will be performed. 
 
VT See Something, Say Something 
2:00 – 2:45p Saturday 
We will explain the purpose of the campaign, define what is 
suspicious behavior, how it gets reported and why it is 
important for everyone to be involved. We will also explain the 
importance and safeguards in place to protect people privacy 
and civil liberties. 
 
Senior Leadership Seminar: What you Need to Know About 
Your Role 
11:00 – 11:45a Saturday 
Local leaders are relied upon for so much, especially when 
disaster strikes their town. While there is no guidebook for 
understanding what it takes to lead when tragedy strikes, 
Vermonters can benefit from tapping the institutional 
knowledge right in their own backyard. Participants in this 
session will hear from local and state leaders on their 
experience responding to and recovering from disasters as 
well as key lessons-learned to be shared with those who will 
face them in the future. 
 
What is the State Emergency Operations Center? 
9:00 – 9:45a Friday 
This session is a focused look at the State Emergency 
Operations Center. The session will start with the basic 
question of what does the State Emergency Operations 
Center do and when is it activated.  Participants will gain 
insight into the various activation levels and how the State 
EOC is set up to support local operations during times of 
disaster. 

More than 17,000 Vermonters are registered for Vermont Alert 
This tool is available and free to communities to notify townspeople of 
emergency incidents. For more information and to request a training 
contact Randy Bronson at DEMHS at: randall.bronson@vermont.gov 
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The Vermont School Safety Center was established in 2016 
as a collaborative effort between Vermont's Department of 
Public Safety and Agency of Education.   
 
This state agency partnership is designed to enhance the 
level of emergency preparedness in Vermont's pre K-12 
schools.  The program utilizes state, regional, and federal 
school safety partners to identify and share best practices 
and emerging trends. 
 
The Vermont School Safety Center website was created to 
help the School Safety Center to meet this mission.  This 
website offers best practices and recommendations to keep 

your school safe, including the Vermont School Crisis 
Planning Guide, School Safety Training, School Emergency 
Exercises, and additional School Safety Resources. 
 
You can find the new website at http://
schoolsafety.vermont.gov/ 
 
For assistance with School Safety, please email the Vermont 
School Safety Liaison Rob Evans, at 
revans@margolishealy.com or call (866) 817-5817 
 
Article by Emily Harris, VT DEMHS  

Preparedness Conference—continued 

Continued from first page 
 
How Far Should I Run? 
10:00 – 10:45a Friday 
This session demonstrates how Tier II data can be useful for 
responders using GIS analysis in the during an event.  
ArcMap and Google Earth will be used to display Tier II 
facilities and how they affect homes, businesses, and 
transportation networks in regards to hazardous materials. 
 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems for Emergency Response and 
Recovery Demonstration 
9:00 – 9:45a Friday 
Learn how advanced drone technology is helping provide 
actionable information to emergency planners and 
responders. The University of Vermont Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems (UAS) Team will demo a variety of their drones and 
discuss how drones have been used for emergency 
management in Vermont. You will gain insight to the 
capabilities and limitations of various systems in addition to 
understanding what the new FAA regulations mean for the 
emergency management community. 
 

15th Civil Support Team Demonstration 
11:00 – 11:45a Saturday 
These specialized National Guard units are not just one of 
our first lines of defense against chemical, biological, 
radiological and nuclear (CBRN) threats; they’re some of the 
most technologically advanced troops in the entire Army. 
 
Other Demonstrations: 
Friday 
10:00a – Dartmouth Hitchcock Advanced Response Team 
(DHART Helicopter) 
11:00a – Vermont Urban Search and Rescue Ropes 
2:00p – Vermont Urban Search and Rescue Water Rescue 
2:00p – Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Wildland Fire 
Programs 
3:00p – Vermont State Police Scuba 
4:00p – Vermont State Police K-9 
Saturday 
9:00a – Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) 
10:00a – Vermont Hazardous Materials Team 
2:00p – Vermont Agency of Transportation Capabilities 
3:00p – Vermont National Guard Capabilities 

New Vermont School Safety Website 
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FEMA Training Requirements 
The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) uses the FEMA 
Student Identification (SID) number when accepting  
Independent Study (IS) final exams.  You can register FEMA 
SID today at: https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid.  Follow the 
directions below to apply for and obtain an SID number: 
Step 1: Go to https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid 
Step 2: Click on the “Need a FEMA SID” button on the right 
side of the screen. 
Step 3: Follow the instructions and provide the necessary 
information to create your account. 
Step 4: You will receive an email with your SID number.  You 
should save this number in a secure location. 
 
Training Opportunities 
All training related questions and registrations should be e-
mailed to DPS.EMHSTraining@vermont.gov. 
 
For a complete list of upcoming responder training visit 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/calendar 
 
October 25—27: Emergency Operations Center Operations 
and Planning, Vermont Department of Public Safety, 
Waterbury, 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m., 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/content/emergency-operations-
center-operations-and-planning-waterbury 
 

November 1-3: ICS 300—Intermediate Incident Command 
System, VTrans Training Center, Berlin, VT, 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/calendar/ics300_11.1.16 
 
November 4—5: Vermont Emergency Preparedness 
Conference, Lake Morey Resort, Fairlee, 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/conference 
 
November 14—15: G290-Basic Public Information Officer, 
Montpelier, http://demhs.vermont.gov/content/g290-basic-
public-information-officer-montpelier 
 
November 17: DisasterLAN for Locals, Department of Public 
Safety, Waterbury, 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/content/disasterlan-locals-
waterbury-0 
 
November 29 & 30: ICS 400—Advanced Incident Command 
System, Rutland City Fire Department, 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/calendar/ics400_11.29.16 
 
December 6—8: Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation 
Program, Vermont State Police Barracks, Westminster, 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/content/homeland-security-
exercise-and-evaluation-program-westminster 
 
 
 

Training Dates and Notes 

Hurricane Matthew misses Vermont—State Storm Preps 

Hurricane Matthew has been devastating to parts of the 
southern U.S.  A number of states saw widespread damage 
and loss of life. 
 
For a time, there was uncertainty about where the hurricane 
was headed, and a number of possible tracks predicted sig-
nificant impacts in Vermont.  Fortunately for us and other 
states in the northeast the storm took a sharp turn to the 
east out to sea several days before tracking farther up the 
east coast toward Vermont. 
 
Before that turn, VT DEMHS began preliminary preparation 
for potential impacts.  DEMHS communicated frequently with 
the National Weather Services in Burlington and Albany, and 
shared weather intel with Vermont communities and others 
who may have taken part in a response. 

 
These are the initial activities whenever a major weather 
event is approaching.  DEMHS has several steps it takes to 
keep local and state responders abreast of potential hazards 
in order to allow them to brace for a response.  We will often 
host conference calls with local Emergency Management 
Directors and notify state staff of a potential State Emergen-
cy Operations Center activation.  In the case of Hurricane 
Matthew Vermont knew it would avoid the brunt of the storm 
several days out so those steps weren’t necessary. 
 
If communities have questions or concerns ahead of storms, 
Emergency Management Directors and others can contact 
the DEMHS Watch Officer at 800-347-0488 at any time. 
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The Vermont Division of Emergency Management & 
Homeland Security has the unique opportunity to host 
FEMA’s Advanced Public Information Officer course in the 
spring of 2017.  This will allow Vermont responders to 
complete this course without travelling to the Emergency 
Management Institute in Maryland. 
 
However, in order to qualify to take that course responders 
need to complete the two-day G290: Basic Public Information 
Officers course.  DEMHS will present this class on November 
14-15, 2016 in Montpelier. 
 
This course is different from the two-hour Public Information 
Officer overview training done by DEMHS Public Information 
Officer Mark Bosma. 
 
To register for the G290 Basic Public Information Officer 
course visit our training calendar at: 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/content/g290-basic-public-
information-officer-montpelier, or visit our training page at 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/calendar. 
  
G290: Basic Public Information Officer Course Overview 
 
This 2-day classroom course is an updated, shortened, and 
revised version of the previous course. The revised course: 
· Emphasizes skills development. 
· Addresses the impact of technology on emergency public 
information. 
· Offers options that allow the states to tailor the instructional 
methodology to suit their needs while consistently meeting 
the course learning objectives. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
 Demonstrate how to communicate emergency public 

information effectively in writing to the public through the 
news media. 

 Describe actions the PIO can take to prepare for and 
conduct an effective interview with the news media. 

 Demonstrate the ability to answer questions effectively 
during an on-camera interview. 

 Describe how to effectively perform the responsibilities 
of the PIO at the scene of an incident. 

 Describe the JIS/JIC concepts as they apply to the public 
information function in an expanding incident. 

 Participate in a panel. 
 

 
Target Audience 
 
The primary audience for this training is individuals who have 
public information responsibilities as their main job or as an 
auxiliary function at the state, local, or tribal level of 
government.  That includes police, fire, EMS, municipal 
officials, public utilities, water departments, road crews, 
hospitals, or others. 
 
It is prerequisite for entry into the Advanced PIO course being 
held in April 2017 at Berlin, VT. 
 
When: November 14 & 15, 2016 (must attend both days) 
Where: Pavilion Auditorium,  109 State Street, Montpelier, VT 
05633 
Time: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM both days. 
Maximum participants: 20 
Instructor: Mark Bosma 
 
Prerequisites 
IS. 29 -  Public Information Officer 
Awareness https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx
?code=IS-29 
 
We encourage all of our partners to attend. If you would like 
to participate, please follow the application instructions 
below. Please share this information with others in your 
agency or others in emergency response who may also be 
interested in attending. 
 
To register for the G290 Basic Public Information Officer 
course visit our training calendar at: 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/content/g290-basic-public-
information-officer-montpelier, or visit our training page at 
http://demhs.vermont.gov/calendar. 

Basic Public Information Officer Training November 14-15 
Two-day course is prerequisite for Advanced PIO in the spring 


