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AGENCY ANNEX B1 
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS & GENERAL SERVICES 

 
I. MISSION  
 
 The Department of Buildings and General Services exists primarily to provide the facilities 

and services required for all state agencies and departments to accomplish their missions. 
Building construction and renovation, buildings and grounds maintenance and custodial 
services as well as the security of state facilities constitute some of the most significant 
aspects of the BGS mission. In addition, BGS provides postal, print and copying services, 
manages the state’s fleet vehicle inventory, coordinates workers compensation and liability 
claims, and oversees all of the state’s purchasing, contracting, and surplus property 
requirements. 

 
II. AUTHORITY 
 

Title 29§  Chapter 5; Section 152 defines the duties of the BGS Commissioner 
 

 
Agency of Administration Bulletin 3.5 for contracting has provisions for the Commissioner of 
BGS to respond in emergency situations   :  http://aoa.vermont.gov/bulletins 
 

 
 
III. SITUATION AND ASSUMPTIONS 

 
State agency and department heads and their staffs develop, plan and train to internal 
policies and procedures to meet preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery needs as 
identified in this plan including annexes, appendices, tabs and other supporting documents 
including the State Hazard Mitigation Plan. Training includes not only what may be 
accomplished within the agency but multi-level, interagency training and exercises to 
develop and maintain necessary capabilities. 
 
The Department of Buildings & General Services thru its Property Management Division will 
staff as required, the support function (SSF7) within the Emergency Operations Center at 
Waterbury. 
 
The situation and assumptions in section ii of the Base Plan also apply. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://aoa.vermont.gov/bulletins
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IV. ORGANIZATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

The following chart outlines the emergency response organization of the Department:  
 

Michael Obuchowski – Commissioner of BGS 
 
 

1. William Laferriere – Director of Property Management – BGS 
 

2. Teri Berube – Property Management Specialist – BGS 
3. Keith Grochowik – Manager - State Security   
4. Dave Jennison – BGS - District Facility Manager - Waterbury 

 
The Department is a co-lead for State Support Function #7 (Resource Support) and a 
support agency for State Support Function #1 (Transportation), #2 (Communications), #3 
(Public Works & Engineering), #5 (Emergency Management, Recovery & Mitigation, #6 
(Mass Care, Emergency Assistance, Housing & Human Services), #11 (Agriculture & 
Natural Resources), #12 (Energy) and State Support Function #14 (Public Information) and 
assumes the responsibilities as outlined in those annexes. The Department is also a 
participating agency in the Recovery and Restoration Multi-Agency Coordination Group as 
designated in the Disaster Recovery and Restoration Annex. 
 

 
V.   IMPLEMENTATION 
 

This Annex will be implemented with the assigned responsibilities by means of direct 
coordination from the Commissioner, Department of Public Safety or Director, VEM with the 
Commissioner and/or upon the order of the Governor within the framework of the State 
Emergency Operations Plan (SEOP).  

 
 
VI.  ADMINISTRATION 
 

The Commissioner is responsible for the overall emergency response of the Department. 
 
 
VII. CONTINUITY OF GOVERNMENT 
 

In accordance with the provisions of title 20, “agency heads will in addition to any deputy 
authorized pursuant to law, designate by title three emergency interim successors and 
specify their order of succession. These designations shall, each year, be reviewed and 
revised, as necessary, to ensure their current status.” 
 
Line of succession for the Department is as follows:  
 

1    Tom Sandretto – Deputy Commissioner of BGS 
2. Wanda Minoli – Principal Assistant to the Commissioner 
3. Jeff Lively – AAG assigned to BGS Commissioner 
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